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Week 3: VBC Groups

Series Overview
God created the local church to function as His instrument of communicating His special grace to those around the
globe. In this series we consider seven aspects of the church described in scripture - the Local Church, Discipleship,
VBC Groups, Serving, Evangelism, Church Planting, and Worship - with a focus on specific opportunities for our VBC
family to mature in each aspect.

The Local Church Builds Itself Up Through Relational Gatherings

1. Sunday mornings are an opportunity for us to gather corporately.

Acts 2:42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers.

2. VBC groups are a practical expression of community.

Prov. 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” NIV

Acts 2:44-47, “And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 5And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending
the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous
hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day
those who were being saved.”

The Profile of a Dynamic VBC Group

1. Members are valued for, and regularly use their unique spiritual gifts.

Rom. 12:4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5
so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our
serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

2. Members develop deep relational attachments, resulting in practical acts of love.

Rom. 12:9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.



3. The group'’s collective focus is energetic service to King Jesus and his people.

Rom. 12:11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. ..13 Contribute to the needs of the
saints and seek to show hospitality.

4. Group members share the ups and downs of life, going to the Father for all their needs.

Rom. 12:12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.

Conversation Notes

Reflection/Response

1. What spiritual gifts has God given you? If you aren't sure, ask a family member or the people in your group.
2. How can you use these gifts for the benefit of your VBC group?
3. How would you like to grow in the context of a small group?

4. What obstacles prevent you from leading a VBC group? What practical steps can you take to overcome these

obstacles? .
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"ONE THING REMAINS® - Brian Johnson, Christa Black Gifford, Jeremy Riddle GIVING LAST WEEK: $ 26,358.15

WEEKLY NEED: $ 36,093.00
“TOGETHER IN THIS" - Valley Bible Worship: Dan Gillette, Shawn Hoelsch

Y-T-D GIVING: $1,478,812.70

*NO LONGER SLAVES™ - Jonathan David Helser, Melissa Helser Y-T-D GENERAL NEED: $1551999.00

“LIVING HOPE" - Brian Johnson and Phil Wickham




